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	If anyone thought the Lewisboro Republicans were going to sit idly by and let the Democrats monopolize the political conversation, last week’s events put that notion to rest. The thought of being shut out of the Town Board appears to have energized, at least for now, the formerly moribund Lewisboro GOP. 

The Republican approach to the media differs from that of the Democrats. Rather than conceal their Town Board nominating process, as the Democrats tried to do (albeit unsuccessfully), the Republicans are trying to get some press out of theirs. Republican sources leaked the news last week that the GOP would nominate Frank Kelly, a Lewisboro lawyer, father of five, and Iraq war veteran. Mr. Kelly reached out to Briefing Book to discuss his nascent Town Board candidacy, beginning with the obvious question of why he’d put himself through the grueling meat grinder that is Lewisboro politics. 

“I take a more pragmatic approach to town politics,” said Mr. Kelly. “When I first moved to town, the headline on The Ledger’s front page was about ADA compliance. Fifteen years is way too long to go without a solution.” As an attorney, Mr. Kelly won’t shy away from going to court to defend a solution if he believes it’s the right approach for the town. 

Mr. Kelly brings more than pragmatism to his candidacy. He brings greater executive experience than even the incumbent supervisor. As a lieutenant colonel in the U.S. Army Reserves, he served for 12 months in Iraq, where he commanded more than 6,000 troops. His Iraq experience may be one reason he takes politics seriously without taking it personally.

“I’ve coached [Democratic Town Board member] Dan Welsh’s son in town sports,” he noted, “and he’s coached my kids.” (Full disclosure — Mr. Kelly’s sons are in Lewisboro Boy Scout Troop 1, where I was an assistant scoutmaster.) 

Mr. Kelly remains underwhelmed by the incumbent supervisor’s money management skills. “The town government lost almost $300,000 of interest last year,” Mr. Kelly said. “That’s not going to bankrupt us, but saving that money should have been a bounce-pass under the basket.” Mr. Kelly isn’t cowed by the rough and tumble nature of politics in Lewisboro. “It’s not like people are shooting at you.”

Meanwhile, Lewisboro Democrats announced their intention to nominate Planning Board Chairman P.J. Rossi as one of the two Democratic candidates for the Town Board. Mr. Rossi not only chairs the Planning Board, he is a registered Republican and a district leader on the Republican Town Committee. 

Here at Briefing Book, we noted the sudden about-face in Mr. Rossi’s party loyalties. As a Republican district leader, Mr. Rossi’s job is to support the GOP’s nominees. In the last two Lewisboro elections, Mr. Rossi’s duties included campaigning against Mr. Brancati in the race for Town Board (2006) and town supervisor (2007). We wondered what aspect of Mr. Brancati’s performance had caused Mr. Rossi to support a candidate he had until recently opposed.

Apparently, we’re not the only people who wondered. So did the Republican Committee, which wasted no time in unleashing a broadside against Mr. Rossi for his political apostasy. According to a letter in last week’s Ledger, Mr. Rossi’s conversion from Brancati opponent to Brancati enthusiast was more recent and more dramatic. GOP District Leader Grea Kulhanek wrote in to inform our readers: “Up until a short while ago, Mr. Rossi was telling GOP leaders that he was considering running for supervisor against Mr. Brancati.” (Full disclosure — until 2004, I served as a GOP district leader with both Ms. Kulhanek and Mr. Rossi.) 

We’re not quite sure what Ms. Kulhanek meant by “a short while ago.” But given that Mr. Brancati has been supervisor for just 16 months, we figure that “a short while ago” had to be pretty recent.   

If a Republican primary results between Mr. Kelly and Mr. Rossi — Mr. Rossi wants the Republican Town Board nomination as well — Republicans will be able to judge the contrast between Mr. Kelly’s adherence to pragmatism and Mr. Rossi’s fondness for bureaucracy. The Planning Board, now run by the Democratic Party’s candidate, recently addressed the permitting process for building in a wetlands area. The current wetlands process offers two possible building permits to homeowners — one for wetland activities and one for “everything else.” Mr. Rossi’s idea of reform is to double the number of building permits, including an “emergency” building permit that requires homeowners to notify the town government prior to commencing emergency work “unless circumstances warrant immediate action.” 

Only a government bureaucrat can conceive of an emergency that doesn’t warrant immediate action.


